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OverviewOverview

�� Background and HistoryBackground and History

�� RealityReality

�� OpportunityOpportunity

�� RecommendationsRecommendations



Think about how the environment impacts Think about how the environment impacts 

your health�.your health�.

�� Where you liveWhere you live

�� What you eat/drink/breatheWhat you eat/drink/breathe

�� Where you workWhere you work

�� How you feel?How you feel?



Top 10 causes of Death (CDC 2007)Top 10 causes of Death (CDC 2007)

�� Heart disease: 616,067 Heart disease: 616,067 

�� Cancer: 562,875 Cancer: 562,875 

�� Stroke (Stroke (cerebrovascularcerebrovascular diseases): 135,952 diseases): 135,952 

�� Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 127,924 Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 127,924 

Accidents (unintentional injuries): 123,706 Accidents (unintentional injuries): 123,706 �� Accidents (unintentional injuries): 123,706 Accidents (unintentional injuries): 123,706 

�� Alzheimer's disease: 74,632 Alzheimer's disease: 74,632 

�� Diabetes: 71,382 Diabetes: 71,382 

�� Influenza and Pneumonia: 52,717 Influenza and Pneumonia: 52,717 

�� Nephritis, Nephritis, nephroticnephrotic syndrome, and syndrome, and nephrosisnephrosis: : 
46,448 46,448 

�� Septicemia: 34,828 Septicemia: 34,828 
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Somebody said�Somebody said�

�� All diseases are 100 percent genetics All diseases are 100 percent genetics 
and 100 percent environmentand 100 percent environmentand 100 percent environmentand 100 percent environment



Who does environmental Who does environmental 

health?health?
�� EPAEPA

�� CDCCDC

�� USDAUSDA

�� FDAFDA

�� State agenciesState agencies

�� Local public healthLocal public health�� Local public healthLocal public health

�� Hospitals Hospitals 

�� Community health centersCommunity health centers

�� Individual providersIndividual providers

�� Insurance companiesInsurance companies

�� SchoolsSchools

�� Advocacy groupsAdvocacy groups

�� All of the above?All of the above?



So� why haven’t we put it all So� why haven’t we put it all 

together?together?
�� The agencies…laws, missions, cultureThe agencies…laws, missions, culture

�� The stakeholders… The stakeholders… 

�� The science…limited approach, inadequate The science…limited approach, inadequate 
surveillancesurveillance

�� The incentives…funding, preventionThe incentives…funding, prevention

�� The leadership?The leadership?



The Future of Public HealthThe Future of Public Health

“The removal of environmental “The removal of environmental 
health authority from public health authority from public 
health agencies has led to health agencies has led to 
fragmented responsibility, lack fragmented responsibility, lack fragmented responsibility, lack fragmented responsibility, lack 
of coordination, and of coordination, and 
inadequate attention to the inadequate attention to the 
health dimensions of health dimensions of 
environmental problems.” environmental problems.” 

-- IOM 1988IOM 1988



Health Reform: A New Lens?Health Reform: A New Lens?



Male Cancer Mortality Male Cancer Mortality 

19501950--19691969



Female Cancer Mortality Female Cancer Mortality 

19501950--19691969



New PossibilitiesNew Possibilities

�� Increased populationIncreased population

�� Incentives for preventionIncentives for prevention

�� New partnerships?New partnerships?

Electronic medical records have the Electronic medical records have the �� Electronic medical records have the Electronic medical records have the 
potential to redraw the Nation’s potential to redraw the Nation’s 
mapsmaps

�� Coordinated strategy for population Coordinated strategy for population 
health?health?



Understanding the Risks of DiseaseUnderstanding the Risks of Disease
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The Silver BookThe Silver Book



New Tools for RisksNew Tools for Risks

�� Problem FormulationProblem Formulation

�� Cumulative RiskCumulative Risk

�� Health Impact AssessmentHealth Impact Assessment

�� Integrated decision makingIntegrated decision making
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RecommendationsRecommendations

�� Now is the time to forge new Now is the time to forge new 
partnershipspartnerships

�� Environmental health is an essential Environmental health is an essential 
component of Health Reform and component of Health Reform and 
improving the Nation’s healthimproving the Nation’s healthimproving the Nation’s healthimproving the Nation’s health

�� Get over the old turf battles!Get over the old turf battles!

�� Assess information and surveillance Assess information and surveillance 
strategiesstrategies

�� Ask the right questions…Ask the right questions…

�� Evaluate the health impactsEvaluate the health impacts


