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» Fears that dangerous pharmaceuticals may have contaminated supplies

R NS
Exclusive

By Steve Connor
SCIENCE EDITOR

DRINKING WATER supplies are to
e tested for the presence of prescnp—
tion drugs amid fears that rivers are

being contaminated by the growing

quantity of pharnmceuticals flushed  about flve of the most common and particular concern as they can be

unwittingly down the preseripti excreted unaltered from the body into

Theremmenthascmnmlsmoned drugs. The expens willmeet overthe ~ the sewerage system. They are
vsauu or water atintake  next few weeks to decide which drugs thought to be p dangerous

p human ing should be becanseﬂleymhlgmyumcbodmd

v The dent can  carried out. ider said  ing cells, are easily dissolved in water

reveal. They will also test drinking  thiswaslikelytobe dsiteson = and conven-

water after it has been through the
water-treatment cycle.

Under a pilot project to begin next
year, supplies will be examined for

the river Thames because its water-
catchment area covered the most.
densely 4 1t

tional water-treatment techniques.
About 50 of these “cytotoxic” drugs
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Powerful anti-cancer drugs are of

ibed to patients in Britain
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